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2009 has proven to be a year that has challenged everyone and moved us to do
business in different ways. As with everyone in the transportation business and
business everywhere, 2009 was a major economic challenge for MHTA.
Revenues were down in every sector to include the public sector and the
transportation issues seemed to multiple as funding levels dwindled. Every
MHTA member state dealt with tax issues, transportation funding and making
tough choices on where state funds would be allocated. In the midst of these
difficult economic conditions, MHTA embarked on a year of change to position
itself to better serve the members, state agencies, the industry and our
associated partners.

In January of 2009, MHTA Board of
Directors hired a new executive
director to replace Ben Havdahl. The
Board conducted an interview process
after receiving several RFP applications
at the fall meeting in Arizona and
selected R J Hicks. Mr. Hicks comes to

MHTA from Colorado transportation
and legislative lobbying arena having
served the state of Colorado as Motor Carrier Services Director, Motor Vehicle
Director during a 28 year career and Colorado trucking association and business
lobbyist for the past six years.

MHTA Board and the membership would like to extend to Ben Havdahl and Patti
Herrington our sincere thanks for their many years of loyal and professional
service to MHTA. There were many friendships developed through the years and
they are wished success in their endeavors in the coming years.

The MHTA Board charged Hicks with several tasks to include; development of a
new website for the organization, develop new outreaches for MHTA to expand
the value and effectiveness of the organization’s services, seek to streamline

association costs due to projected economy impacts, hire the 3" party
Execuitive Nrector,

RJ Micks contractors to conduct MHTA business and seek to expand MHTA's role in the

federal reauthorization. The Board asked for the development of an “Action
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Plan” for MHTA to include 2009 resolutions and to survey the membership to
determine the top issues for the members for the coming year.

The recently adopted resolutions from the Fall Conference in Scottsdale are now
posted in the first installment of the Action Plan on the organization’s website

under the Action Plan bullet.

Incoming Chairman of the Board, Senator
Bruce Starr or Oregon, Vice Chairman Senator
Scott Jenkins of Utah, Secretary Rep. Robin
Weisz and Treasurer Rep. JoAn Wood of Idaho
have conducted the oversight of MHTA during
2009 and have requested numerous
operational and policy changes to guide
MHTA in these tough economic times. MHTA
was moved from an Arizona Corporation to a

Colorado Corporation due to the new leadership of MHTA being based in
Colorado. The Meeting Edge, event and organization management company
located in Denver Colorado was hired to plan and conduct MHTA conferences
and to manage the organization’s checking account and billing process. Numatek
Inc. was hired to develop and maintain the MHTA website and to perform
updates and maintenance on the site. The same company was hired to produce
MHTA documents/brochures if needed and produce the annual report.

The website was developed and put into operation in the spring of 2009 after
the Board and membership were asked for input into the design and
functionality of the site. The website continues to be www.mhta2.org. We

encourage the membership to place this site on their favorites listing and utilize
the site as a resource. MHTA staff is
updating the links to each states prime
agency contacts and we are placing all
conference presentations on the site as well.
Staff is also posting all received information
on the federal reauthorization process on
the site as well. MHTA resolutions will be
posted on the site starting with 2009

5;'::_";“‘-' Director: adopted resolutions and working our way
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The Summer Conference was held in Portland Oregon, the City of Roses on July
11-14. The states of Colorado, Idaho, Oregon, Utah, North Dakota, Montana and
Nevada were present with legislators. Senator Starr was the host of the
conference and planned several local events that were a hit with all attendees.
The conference featured several presentations that were both timely and
informative.

» Jonathan Peters- Associate Professor of Finance from the University of New
York provided an overview of transportation financing options facing the
United States in dealing with highway system improvements. Web Link

» Captain Mark Savage of the Colorado State Patrol provided an overview of
two topics for the conference; 1% was a presentation on what the
Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance’s wish list for federal reauthorization, 2"
Captain Savage provided an overview of CVSA’s new inspection data program
termed CVSA 2010. Presentation #1- Presentation #2.

» Congressman Peter DeFazio of Oregon, Chairman of the House Highways &

Transit Subcommittee and senior member of the House Transportation &
Infrastructure Committee- gave the conference an overview of the federal
reauthorization process and some the tentative timelines that Congress was
facing with the legislation. Web Link

» Russell Laird- Executive Director of the Agricultural & Food Transporters
Conference in ATA provided an overview of the issues that AG industry and
its associated transporters would like to see addressed in the federal
reauthorization legislation. Web Link

» Dave Parker who is senior legal counsel for Great West Casualty Company
provided an update on a past MHTA resolution dealing with indemnification
in transportation contracts and the progress made in the western states over
the past few years.

» Donald Kraft of Jake Brake provided an update and power point presentation
for state and industry officials to use to support past MHTA resolution calling
for engine brakes to be equipped with muffler systems. Web Link

= All conference attendees will receive a CD with photo highlights of the
conference and electronic versions of the presentations.

5;'::_";“"-' Director: = The Advisory Committee met in Portland and after a productive four
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meeting, the Committee made a recommendation for five resolutions to be
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considered by the Cooperating Committee of MHTA. These five resolution
drafts were:

1. Taxation on Interstate Carriers by states

CVSA Lead Agency Oversight of local agencies.

Climate Change- Carbon Reduction

Smart Way Incentives provided by states

vk W

Creation of Regional Corridors for Energy Loads

The Advisory Committee met with the Cooperating Committee and expressed
their support of these draft resolutions. MHTA staff would be contacting the
industry contacts for each resolution and develop the language and the data
background for the resolution. This material would be provided to MHTA
members for review prior to fall conference.

The Board of Directors of MHTA also discussed the possible need for a resolution
to create a new DBA for MHTA. The Board was briefed by staff that MHTA
revenues were down about 30% from 2008 due to economic conditions for the
states and the industry partners. Travel assistance was approved by the Board
for any legislator traveling to MHTA meeting in the form of S500 towards airfare
and hotel costs.

The Board also discussed the need to coordinate the MHTA meetings with
industry events to assure fullest possible attendance. The fall conference was
scheduled for Arizona as industry members would be attending several
conferences in November there. Staff was to work with Nevada Trucking
Association Paul Enos to schedule conference.

Conference attendees were treated to two off site events that proved to be fun
and educational as well. The first event was a boat tour of the Portland Harbor
provided by the Portland Harbor Authority. The second was a BBQ hosted by the
Oregon Association of Nurseries at a beautiful off site location of the Association
members. Both events proved to be informational and provided attendees the
opportunity to network while having some fun.

Execuitive Nrector,
Rl Hicks
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A listing of the conference presentations can be found on the MHTA website,
www.mhta2.org or by clicking on the links below:

— Savage: Presentation #1- Presentation #2.

— Peters: Toll Brief
— Laird: AFTC
— Kraft: Jake Brake

The MHTA Fall Conference was held in Scottsdale Arizona in an attempt to
combine meetings for the industry members. The conference was held on
November 13-14. The focus on the conference was to conduct the Board work,
Committee work and finalize the resolutions for 2009.

The Board of Directors met on November 13" and reviewed the financial
status of MHTA and approved the financial report. There was some discussion
about changing the bylaws to provide two solutions for emerging issues;
corporation has been moved from Arizona to Colorado and to provide some
flexibility for staff on the dues for industry members. Staff drafted bylaw
changes for the Board for Cooperating Committee approval. The Board also
reviewed the five resolutions drafted by industry/staff and suggested several
changes based on Board comments and other comments provided by agencies.
The Board also approved a new resolution dealing with lifting the LCV freeze in
western states offered by industry members at the AZ meeting.

The Board also adopted the resolution for a DBA to be created for MHTA. The
DBA would be “The Western States Transportation Alliance” or WSTA. This will
be brought forward to the Cooperating Committee as well.

The Board also reviewed the MHTA Primer document and the MHTA
Reauthorization document and asked that they be produced electronically and
when possible, narration would be provide on the Primer document. Both of
these documents are attached to this yearly report and can also be found on
the website for MHTA, www.mhta2.org. The Board also renewed the contract

for the executive director for a period of two periods with same terms as 2009
contract.

The Advisory Committee met in AZ and discussed the resolutions before the
Execuitive Nrector,

Rl Hicks Cooperating Committee and some the problems with scheduling the fall

—— conference. Outcomes of the meeting were support for all proposed
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resolutions and the bylaw changes as well. Staff asked for and got future dates
for the summer conference in 2010 and late June dates of 25-27 in Salt Lake
area.

The Cooperating Committee met at the Fall Conference. There were the
following states present: Colorado-Rep. Glenn Vaad, Idaho-Reps Hart and
Woods, Oregon- Sen. Starr, North Dakota via phone- Rep. Weisz, Utah- Sen.
Jenkins, Montana- Rep. Arntzen. According to MHTA bylaws, a quorum was
present.

The Advisory Committee reported to the Cooperating Committee that they
supported all seven resolutions before the Committee. There was a discussion
of the merits of the resolutions and about future meetings.

The legislators each gave a state report on the legislative actions from past
session and what they thought they might see in the 2010 session. The MHTA
Action plan was discussed and the resolutions approved at fall conference
would be the first part of that plan. Expansion of MHTA actions would be
distributed to Western Governors Association, WASHTO, state agencies, MHTA
legislators and members.

The Committee reviewed the bylaw changes recommended by the Board and
approved the following changes;

1. Section 1.20: will be amended to reflect the MHTA Corporation has moved from
Arizona to Colorado.

2. Section 1.10: will be amended to accommodate the new DBA for MHTA

3. Section 3.2 Dues: A provisional membership can be granted by the Director to
industry members who need financial consideration for one year. Fee will be $250.

4. The Advisory Committee will take up the issue of graduated MHTA fees at the next
summer conference.

The Committee also took the following action on the proposed seven resolutions:
2009-1: Taxation of Interstate Carriers as amended- Approved
2009-2: CVSA Lead Agency Oversight of Program as amended- Approved
2009-3: Climate Change-Carbon Reduction- Failed
2009-4: Smart Way Incentives as amended- Approved
2009-5: DBA for MHTA- Western States Transportation Alliance- Approved
2009-6: Creation of Regional Corridors for Energy Loads as amended- Approved
Execuitive Directar- 2009-7: LCV Freeze Lifted for Western States-Approved
Rl Hicks These resolutions can be found on the website or by using the link provided below.

No ak~kowhde
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The Committee reviewed the Board recommendations for 2010 Board of
Directors election and approved the recommendations. The following will be
the officers for 2010:

— Chairman- Senator Scott Jenkins- Utah

— Vice Chairman- Rep. Robin Weisz-North Dakota

— Treasurer- Rep. JoAn Woods- Idaho

— Board members- Rep. Elsie Arntzen Montana, Rep. Phil Hart Idaho, Rep.
Glenn Vaad Colorado

— Past President- Senator Bruce Starr Oregon.

— The Committee formally adopted the dates of June 25-27 2010 for the
summer MHTA Conference in the Salt Lake area.

Copies of this report can be obtained by contacting:
R J Hicks- Executive Director

Email- ri@lobbyco.com

Phone-303-916-4414
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